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mahogany table, which conveys a faint echo of the historic
deeds and events that fill the stillness of the front rooms
into the cosy comfort of these family apartments. We
read on a metal plate that has been inserted into it:
"The Preliminary Treaty of Peace between Germany
and France was signed upon this table on the 26th of
February, 1871, at No. 14 Rue de Provence, Versailles."
I may add that the gold pen set with diamonds which
the Chancellor received for the purpose from one of his
admirers in the Grand Duchy of Baden, was really used
in signing this instrument. If I am not mistaken the
Treaty with Bavaria, which was the keystone in the
building of the German Empire, was not signed upon
this table. Of course the owner of this otherwise com-
paratively worthless piece of furniture, to which the
Chancellor had thus given value and importance, was
provided with an exactly similar article.

Adjoining the tea-room is the chamber in which the
Prince is accustomed to take lunch, and where the
family also occasionally dines. It lies behind one half
of the Chinese Salon, and like the latter is furnished
with a Turkish carpet, red-cushioned chairs and gilt
mirrors, and decorated with a few oil paintings, including
a picture of Frederick the Great and a portrait of
Frederick William III. It may be mentioned that the
rooms just described play a not unimportant part in
the orders of the day for the official world below.

Towards 10 o'clock in the morning, sometimes later,
seldom earlier, one of the Chancery attendants comes
into the Central Bureau and calls out " The Prince is in
the breakfast-room." That is the reveille, the first
signal for action of the Chancellor's little army of assist-
ants, to whom the departmental secretaries now hand
all the despatches and documents recived for him